Tom Toner – The Promise of the Child (460 pages)
Lycaste is a lovesick recluse living in a forgotten
Mediterranean cove who is renowned throughout the
distorted people of the Old World for his beauty.
Sotiris Gianakos is a 12,000-year-old Cypriote
grieving the loss of his sister, a principled man who
will change Lycaste's life forever. Their stories, and
others, become darkly entwined when Aaron the
Longlife—the Usurper, a man who is not quite a
man—makes a claim to the Amaranthine throne that
threatens to throw the delicate political balance of
the known galaxy into ruin.
The Promise of the Child is a stunning feat of
imagination set against an epic backdrop ranging
from 14th-century Prague, to a lonely cove near the
Mediterranean Sea, to the 147th-century
Amaranthine Firmament. Toner has crafted an
intelligent space opera filled with gripping action and an emotional scale that is
wonderfully intimate, a smart and compelling debut that calls to mind the best of Kim
Stanley Robinson or M. John Harrison.

Erin Morgenstern – The Night Circus (391 pages)
The circus arrives without warning. No
announcements precede it. It is simply there, when
yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-white
striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience
full of breathtaking amazements. It is called Le
Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night.
But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is
underway—a duel between two young magicians,
Celia and Marco, who have been trained since
childhood expressly for this purpose by their
mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them, this is a
game in which only one can be left standing, and the
circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle of
imagination and will. Despite themselves, however,
Celia and Marco tumble headfirst into love—a deep,
magical love that makes the lights flicker and the
room grow warm whenever they so much as brush hands.
True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, from the
cast of extraordinary circus performers to the patrons, hang in the balance, suspended
as precariously as the daring acrobats overhead.

Who Fears Death by Nnedi Okorafor (386 pages)
In a far future, post-nuclear-holocaust Africa,
genocide plagues one region. The aggressors, the
Nuru, have decided to follow the Great Book and
exterminate the Okeke. But when the only surviving
member of a slain Okeke village is brutally raped,
she manages to escape, wandering farther into the
desert. She gives birth to a baby girl with hair and
skin the color of sand and instinctively knows that
her daughter is different. She names her daughter
Onyesonwu, which means "Who Fears Death?" in an
ancient African tongue.
Reared under the tutelage of a mysterious and
traditional shaman, Onyesonwu discovers her
magical destiny – to end the genocide of her people.
The journey to fulfill her destiny will force her to
grapple with nature, tradition, history, true love, the
spiritual mysteries of her culture – and eventually death itself.

NOS4A2 by Joe Hill (692 pages)
Victoria McQueen has a secret gift for finding
things: a misplaced bracelet, a missing photograph,
answers to unanswerable questions. On her Raleigh
Tuff Burner bike, she makes her way to a rickety
covered bridge that, within moments, takes her
wherever she needs to go, whether it’s across
Massachusetts or across the country.
Charles Talent Manx has a way with children. He
likes to take them for rides in his 1938 Rolls-Royce
Wraith with the NOS4A2 vanity plate. With his old
car, he can slip right out of the everyday world, and
onto the hidden roads that transport them to an
astonishing – and terrifying – playground of
amusements he calls “Christmasland.”
Then, one day, Vic goes looking for trouble—and
finds Manx. That was a lifetime ago. Now Vic, the only kid to ever escape Manx’s
unmitigated evil, is all grown up and desperate to forget. But Charlie Manx never
stopped thinking about Victoria McQueen. He’s on the road again and he’s picked up
a new passenger: Vic’s own son.

Red Rising by Pierce Brown (382 pages)
Darrow is a Red, a member of the lowest caste in the
color-coded society of the future. Like his fellow
Reds, he works all day, believing that he and his
people are making the surface of Mars livable for
future generations.
Yet he spends his life willingly, knowing that his
blood and sweat will one day result in a better world
for his children.
But Darrow and his kind have been betrayed. Soon
he discovers that humanity already reached the
surface generations ago. Vast cities and sprawling
parks spread across the planet. Darrow—and Reds
like him—are nothing more than slaves to a decadent
ruling class.
Inspired by a longing for justice, and driven by the memory of lost love, Darrow
sacrifices everything to infiltrate the legendary Institute, a proving ground for the
dominant Gold caste, where the next generation of humanity's overlords struggle for
power. He will be forced to compete for his life and the very future of civilization
against the best and most brutal of Society's ruling class. There, he will stop at
nothing to bring down his enemies... even if it means he has to become one of them to
do so.

Artemis by Andy Weir (305 pages)
Jazz Bashara is a criminal.
Well, sort of. Life on Artemis, the first and only city
on the moon, is tough if you're not a rich tourist or an
eccentric billionaire. So smuggling in the occasional
harmless bit of contraband barely counts, right? Not
when you've got debts to pay and your job as a porter
barely covers the rent.
Everything changes when Jazz sees the chance to
commit the perfect crime, with a reward too lucrative
to turn down. But pulling off the impossible is just
the start of her problems, as she learns that she's
stepped square into a conspiracy for control of
Artemis itself—and that now, her only chance at
survival lies in a gambit even riskier than the first.

The Long Earth by Terry Pratchett, Stephen Baxter
(336 pages)
1916: the Western Front. Private Percy Blakeney
wakes up. He is lying on fresh spring grass. He can
hear birdsong, and the wind in the leaves in the trees.
Where has the mud, blood and blasted landscape of
No Man's Land gone?
2015: Madison, Wisconsin. Cop Monica Jansson is
exploring the burned-out home of a reclusive (some
said mad, others dangerous) scientist when she finds
a curious gadget - a box containing some wiring, a
three-way switch and a...potato. It is the prototype of
an invention that will change the way Mankind
views his world for ever.

The Seer King by Chris Bunch (560 pages)
Hotheaded young cavalry officer Damastes and the
radical wizard Tenedos were expected to die in a
mountain ambush. But their enemies underestimated the
amazing power of the seer and the bravery of the
soldier. As this unlikely team begins to outwit usurpers
and necromancers, word spreads that theirs is a path of
destiny. Military adventure, magic, and romance mix in
this exciting fantasy adventure.

The Empire Stone by Chris Bunch (413 pages)
Peirol of the Marshlands is a traveling gem merchant.
But the jewels he seeks are the gems of darkness, the
precious stones that men -- and demons -- have fought
and died over. Now, he's on a quest for the ultimate
jewel: the Empire Stone, a gem so powerful it will
give its owner the dangerous ability to control others.
Traveling far beyond the known world to a city torn
by earthquake and fire, he will find the Empire Stone - and unleash its hellish power.

Space Opera by Catherynne M. Valente (352 pages)
A century ago, the Sentience Wars tore the galaxy
apart and nearly ended the entire concept of
intelligent space-faring life. In the aftermath, a
curious tradition was invented-something to cheer up
everyone who was left and bring the shattered
worlds together in the spirit of peace, unity, and
understanding.
Once every cycle, the civilizations gather for the
Metagalactic Grand Prix - part gladiatorial contest,
part beauty pageant, part concert extravaganza, and
part continuation of the wars of the past. Instead of
competing in orbital combat, the powerful species
that survived face off in a competition of song,
dance, or whatever can be physically performed in
an intergalactic talent show. The stakes are high for
this new game, and everyone is forced to compete.
This year, though, humankind has discovered the enormous universe. And while they
expected to discover a grand drama of diplomacy, gunships, wormholes, and stoic
councils of aliens, they have instead found glitter, lipstick and electric guitars.
Mankind will not get to fight for its destiny - they must sing. A one-hit-wonder band
of human musicians, dancers and roadies from London - Decibel Jones and the
Absolute Zeroes - have been chosen to represent Earth on the greatest stage in the
galaxy. And the fate of their species lies in their ability to rock.

