Dave Hutchinson - Europe at Midnight

Europe is crumbling. The Xian Flu pandemic and ongoing economic crises have
fractured the European Union, the borderless Continent of the Schengen Agreement is
a distant memory, and new nations are springing up everywhere, some literally
overnight. For an intelligence officer like Jim, it's a nightmare. Every week or so a
friendly power spawns, a new and unknown national entity which may or may not be
friendly to England's interests; it's hard to keep on top of it all. But things are about to
get worse for Jim. A stabbing on a London bus pitches him into a world where his
intelligence service is preparing for war with another universe, and a man has come
who may hold the key to unlocking the mystery.

James Brogden – Hekla’s Children

Ten years ago, Nathan Brookes led a group of teenagers on a hike through Sutton
Park in the Midlands, and four of them disappeared. One girl, Olivia Crawford, turned
up the next day, confused and in shock. Nathan has blamed himself for the incident
ever since, and when mummified remains are found in a peat bog near the site, old
wounds are reopened. Osteoarchaeologist Dr. Tara Doumani is called upon to
examine the mummy, dubbed the Rowton Man, and he’s thousands of years old, but
shockingly, one of his legs seems to belong to one of the boys who disappeared.
Olivia, in desperation, kidnaps Tara to convince her to rebury the Rowton Man, and
soon Nathan, Tara, and his old flame Sue Vickers are thrown together. An evil being
called the afaugh (who can take over people’s bodies) has been released by the
mummy’s exhumation, and it’s very, very hungry. Olivia reveals that the group was
taken by a man called Bark Foot to the in-between world called Un, and Nathan
realizes he must travel to Un and stop the events set in motion 10 years ago. Un,
moored in the Bronze Age, is a brutal world shaped by imagination and mood and
steeped in myth and legend. Nathan must return the afaugh to its prison, even if he
dies trying. Although Nathan seems to be the focus at first, it’s Catharine “Scattie”
Powell, who has made her own way in Un, who gives the story its heart and soul. The
afaugh’s rampage through the modern world is genuinely scary, and the race to stop it
will keep readers enthralled. Brogden’s U.S. debut is a wonderfully odd mix of dark
Bronze Age fantasy and modern-day thriller, and it works.
An exciting and bloody read with teeth.

Johanna Sinisalo - The Core of the Sun

From the author of the Finlandia Award-winning novel "Troll: A Love Story," "The
Core of the Sun" further cements Johanna Sinisalo s reputation as a master of literary
speculative fiction and of her country s unique take on it, dubbed Finnish weird.
Set in an alternative historical present, in a eusistocracy an extreme welfare state that
holds public health and social stability above all else, it follows a young woman
whose growing addiction to illegal chili peppers leads her on an adventure into a
world where love, sex, and free will are all controlled by the state.
The Eusistocratic Republic of Finland has bred a new human sub-species of receptive,
submissive women, called "eloi," for sex and procreation, while intelligent,
independent women are relegated to menial labor and sterilized so that they do not
carry on their "defective" line.
Vanna, raised as an eloi but secretly intelligent, needs money to help her doll-like
sister, who has disappeared. Vanna forms a friendship with a man named Jare, and
they become involved in buying and selling a stimulant known to the Health
Authority to be extremely dangerous: chili peppers. Then Jare comes across a strange
religious cult in possession of the Core of the Sun, a chili so hot that it is rumored to
cause hallucinations.
Does this chili have effects that justify its prohibition? How did Finland turn into the
North Korea of Europe? And will Vanna succeed in her quest to find her sister, or will
her growing need to satisfy her chili addiction destroy her?

Ken Macleod - Descent

How far would you go for the truth?
Ball lightning. Weather balloons. Secret military aircraft. Ryan knows all the
justifications for UFO sightings. But when something falls out of the sky on the hills
near his small Scottish town, he finds his cynicism can't identify or explain the
phenomenon.
And in a future where nothing is a secret, where everything is recorded on CCTV or
reported online, why can he find no evidence of the UFO, nor anything to shed light
on what occurred? Is it the political revolutionaries, is it the government or is it aliens
themselves who are creating the cover-up? Or does the very idea of a cover-up hide
the biggest secret of all?

Lavie Tidhar – The Violent Century

For seventy years they guarded the British Empire. Oblivion and Fogg, inseparable
friends, bound together by a shared fate. Until one night in Berlin, in the aftermath of
the Second World War, and a secret that tore them apart.
But there must always be an account... and the past has a habit of catching up to the
present.
Now, recalled to the Retirement Bureau from which no one can retire, Fogg and
Oblivion must face up to a past of terrible war and unacknowledged heroism - a life of
dusty corridors and secret rooms, of furtive meetings and blood-stained fields - to
answer one last, impossible question:
What makes a hero?

Paul McAuley - Something Coming Through

The Jackaroo have given humanity fifteen worlds and the means to reach them.
They're a chance to start over, but they're also littered with ruins and artifacts left by
the Jackaroo's previous clients.
Miracles that could reverse the damage caused by war, climate change, and rising sea
levels. Nightmares that could forever alter humanity - or even destroy it.
Chloe Millar works in London, mapping changes caused by imported scraps of alien
technology. When she stumbles across a pair of orphaned kids possessed by an
ancient ghost, she must decide whether to help them or to hand them over to the
authorities. Authorities who believe that their visions point towards a new kind of
danger.
And on one of the Jackaroo's gift-worlds, the murder of a man who has just arrived
from Earth leads policeman Vic Gayle to a war between rival gangs over possession
of a remote excavation site.
Something is coming through. Something linked to the visions of Chloe's orphans,
and Vic Gayle's murder investigation. Something that will challenge the limits of the
Jackaroo’s benevolence…

Sergei Lukyanenko - Night Watch

They are the "Others," an ancient race of supernatural beings—magicians, shapeshifters, vampires, and healers—who live among us. Human born, they must choose a
side to swear allegiance to—the Dark or the Light—when they come of age.
For a millennium, these opponents have coexisted in an uneasy peace, enforced by
defenders like the Night Watch, forces of the Light who guard against the Dark. But
prophecy decrees that one supreme "Other" will arise to spark a cataclysmic war.
Anton Gorodetsky, an untested mid-level Light magician with the Night Watch,
discovers a cursed young woman—an Other of tremendous potential unallied with
either side—who can shift the balance of power. With the battle lines between Light
and Dark drawn, the magician must move carefully, for one wrong step could mean
the beginning of annihilation.

Sheri S. Tepper - Grass

What could be more commonplace than grass, or a world covered over all its surface
with a wind-whipped ocean of grass? But the planet Grass conceals horrifying secrets
within its endless pastures. And as an incurable plague attacks all inhabited planets
but this one, the prairie-like Grass begins to reveal these secrets - and nothing will
ever be the same again.

Stephen Graham Jones - Mongrels

A spellbinding and darkly humorous coming-of-age story about an unusual boy,
whose family lives on the fringe of society and struggles to survive in a hostile world
that shuns and fears them.
He was born an outsider, like the rest of his family. Poor yet resilient, he lives in the
shadows with his aunt Libby and uncle Darren, folk who stubbornly make their way
in a society that does not understand or want them. They are mongrels, mixed blood,
neither this nor that. The boy at the center of Mongrels must decide if he belongs on
the road with his aunt and uncle, or if he fits with the people on the other side of the
tracks.
For ten years, he and his family have lived a life of late-night exits and narrow
escapes—always on the move across the South to stay one step ahead of the law. But
the time is drawing near when Darren and Libby will finally know if their nephew is
like them or not. And the close calls they’ve been running from for so long are
catching up fast now. Everything is about to change.
A compelling and fascinating journey, Mongrels alternates between past and present
to create an unforgettable portrait of a boy trying to understand his family and his
place in a complex and unforgiving world. A smart and innovative story— funny,
bloody, raw, and real—told in a rhythmic voice full of heart, Mongrels is a deeply
moving, sometimes grisly, novel that illuminates the challenges and tender joys of a
life beyond the ordinary in a bold and imaginative new way.

